
Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 
                         and to show the compassion to care globally 

 Newsletter 20th March 2017 
BJC Fair 

What an amazing event.  The BJC Fair could not happen without the wonderful work of a group of dedicated parents and staff.  BJC 
Fair was led by Emma Coatsworth who has organised and driven a strong team of incredible  people ensuring that this outstanding 
and very successful inaugural BJC Fair happened.  It was a wonderful day with thousands of visitors attending and the weather was 
certainly on our side. 

Thank you all for making this such a memorable day. 

College Council Elections 

It is very exciting to announce the four parents who have joined our College Council. Our parent representatives for the next two 
years are, Samantha Keily, Alicia Newnham, Kate Butterworth and Paul Kemp.   I would like to welcome them aboard and I look   
forward to working with them over the next two years. 

Uniform 

Once again uniform questions have been asked.  The students are expected to wear navy socks.  This has been part of the policy 
since the College opened.  Also shoes are plain black without fluoro designs and shoelaces. 

I am extremely happy to inform students and parents that for term 2 and 3 that we will have BJC beanies available for students to 
wear during the cooler months.  The BJC beanies will be available from the College office for $13.95. 

Badge ceremony 

Finally on the 10th March we had our Badge Ceremony for our Year 6 Leaders.  It was great to see extended family there to watch 
the student leaders receive their badges by the Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor Bev Colomb and our College Council President 
Mrs Kate Butterworth.    

Growth Mindset 

At BJC we are always talking and modelling a ‘Growth Mindset’ with our 
students.  Try using some positive ‘Try Thinking….’ Statements with your 
children instead of allowing them to say things like “this is to hard” and “It’s 
good enough”.  We need to encourage all our children to have a go and give 
their best effort.   

Buddy System 

Our College has set up ‘buddy’ systems for all our students.   This is to help 
students starting at a new school to have a welcoming experience from the 
very beginning. 
 
The benefits of a buddy system are twofold - the older children to take on 
responsibility, while the younger children know that they have a fellow stu-
dent they can confidently turn to for support. 
 
Buddy systems help to promote friendship and support between older and younger peers through regular collaboration between 
their classes, creating a sense of whole-school community. They also create friendships that enable both older and younger buddies 
to bond more closely with their school, increasing the likelihood of more positive school behaviour for all students.  

End of term 

Just a reminder that we finish school on Friday, 31st March at 2.30pm and come back to school on Tuesday 18th April (Monday, 17th 
is Easter Monday). 

Kerry Griffin 
Principal 

 



2017 Important Dates 

Term 1 

Tuesday 21st—Thursday 30th 
March 

Year 4 Community Service Clubs 

Wednesday 22nd March Year 2 Environment Week 

Friday 31st March Last Day of Term 1  

School Dismissed at 2:30pm 

Term 2 

Monday 17th April Easter Monday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 18th April School Resumes for Term 2 

Thursday 20th April Year 6 Hands On Science 

Friday 21st April Whole School Indigenous Hip Hop 

Monday 24th April Year 5 Science Discovery Dome 

Thursday 27th—Friday 28th April Year 2 Mad About Science 

Thursday 27th April Year 3 Hands on Science 

Friday 28th April—Thursday 4th 
May 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Tuesday 2nd May Year 4 Living Culture 

Wednesday 3rd May Yr1 Cranbourne Botanical Gardens 

Wednesday 3rd—Thursday 4th 
May 

Year 5 Space Night 

Monday 5th June Yr1 Professor Bunsen 

Monday 5th & Wednesday 7th 
June 

Family Life Education 

Session 1:  Body Basics 

5-6pm 

Session 2: Where Did I Come From? 

6:15-7:15pm 

Session 3: Preparing for Puberty 

7:30-8:30pm 

Thursday 8th June Prep Big Day Out 

Friday 16th June Year 6 Media Studies Roadshow 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but may change 

according to school needs. Changes to this list will be published in   future 

newsletters.    

Prep Parent Information Sessions 

A big thank you to all the parents and grandparents who 

attended any of the Early Reading, Early Writing, Primary 

Years Program and Early Numeracy information sessions. 

These sessions were well attended. Our aim is about  

educating parents as to what to expect of your Prep 

child as they learn to read and write and understand 

numbers as well as giving you strategies and tips on how 

you can support your child’s learning.  

If at any time you need additional information please see 

the classroom teacher. 

If you would like to assist in the classroom you do need a 

Working With Children’s Check.  

www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au  
Go to this website to apply for a new card or to add  

Benton Junior College to your current card.  

Ride in Harmony – Everyone Belongs 
Ride 2 School Day at Benton is        

happening on 
Wednesday 29th March 

Aim of R2S: more students coming actively to school more 
often! 

This year we are celebrating by competing in       
obstacle courses and coming actively to school in 

our house colours.  Active children go into the 
raffle to win a Jones Cycles drink bottle!  

 Students dress in house colours! 

 Students can come actively to school: walk, ride, skate 
or scoot. Come to school via your normal active route or 
meet at the beginning of an ACTIVEpath at approxi-
mately 8:20am. Teachers will be there to help supervise 
the masses and parents are encouraged to be active 
too! ATAs will be at the gates handing out stickers to all 
students. 

 Extra bike/scooter parking will be available on the   
basketball court behind the gym.  

 Raffle tickets for active students- given out by         
classroom teachers to active students 

 Hands up count – classroom teachers will fill in  

 Obstacle course fun! During the day, classes will       
participate in an obstacle course run by the ATA’s.  

 Announcement at end of day: we will announce the 
total number of active Benton kids, the most active 
class and raffle winners! 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au


 

We sincerely appreciate the huge amount of help we received in bringing 

our Art Show together. We had Year 6 students assist in the organising 

and hanging stage, and teachers and parents helping arrange the space, 

including laying the temporary carpet and lifting the display boards into 

place. Thank you so very much from the bottom of our arty hearts!  

What a wonderful success our Art Show was as a culmination of 

students’ artwork from our first inquiry for the year: “People learn in 

different ways”. In the Art Rooms we explored this through an      

Investigation into self portraits and who we are as artists and     

people. Students in Prep to Year Six contributed a piece to our Art 

Show and we could not be prouder of the results.  

 

Each year level had a different focus in terms of style, artist and   

mediums used. Our Year Sixes were encouraged to really explore 

who they are as artists and people with an open interpretation of a 

self portrait; this is why you would have noticed a wide range of   

results.  



From the Music Room 
All Benton Junior College music classes are working brilliantly and really impressing us with their enthusiasm and 

creativity. The Foundation children have settled extremely well and are really enjoying music. They have been 

learning the National Anthem and have participated in many collaborative singing and dancing activities.  

Year 3 children are reminded that they will be beginning their recorder unit during Term 2. Each Year 3 student 

needs to make sure they bring their recorder to class prior to the end of Term 1. Each child should have their full 

name and class written clearly on their recorder, cloth cover and also on their recorder book. We are really look-

ing forward to beginning the recorder sessions as they combine music theory and great fun. 

We are proud to announce that our 2017 production will be “Shrek Jr the Musical”. The    

response for our first information session this week was amazing, with over 100 children in 

attendance. Year 5 and 6 students are   reminded that auditions will begin next week as we 

need to get busy rehearsing at the beginning of Term 2. The auditions for the main roles will 

be held during lunch times in the Senior Music Room commencing Week 8, Monday 20th 

March. We will begin with the Year 6 children and the Year 5 students will follow. The       

auditions for the minor roles will commence Week 9, Monday 27th March during lunch 

times, also in the Senior Music Room. Please see the Senior Music Room door for a more 

detailed timetable. If the enthusiasm shown so far is any   indication, our 2017 production 

will be awesome. 

Congratulations to the Ensemble Band and Junior and Senior Choirs who performed at the BJC Fair on Saturday 

18th March. What an amazing performance from you all. 

Paul Seaman and Ant Richards 
Music teachers 
 

Sports News 
Benton Junior College has again recently been involved in a number of swimming carnivals. We started back on 
Tuesday 21st February at the Mornington Secondary College pool with 45 swimmers eagerly coming along to 
participate in a number of 50m races in all the four strokes– freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly. 
The final event saw our Year 6 Swimmers race off against the teachers in a very close relay race- as usual the 
children tried to cheat, but the teachers triumphed in the end! 

 
From the Benton Swimming trails we had 26 children progress through to the Mornington District Swimming 
Carnival which was held at the Pines Pool in Frankston. This was a terrific day, with a further 7 children           
progressing to the Peninsula Division Carnival. The following swimmers went on to compete at the Peninsula 
Division Carnival in their events. Congratulations on your efforts!  
 

Tahni C- Under 9/10 Girls Freestyle 
Bec S- Under 12/13 Girls Backstroke and Breaststroke 
Will P- Under 12/13 Boys Freestyle 
Ava F- Under 11 Girls Breaststroke 
Open Girls Medley: Ava F, Bec S, Holly H and Georgia T 



 



Fostering Good Behaviour 

A positive and constructive approach is often the best way to guide your child’s behaviour. This means giving your child 
attention when they behave well, rather than just applying consequences when they do something you don’t like. 

Here are some practical tips for putting this positive approach into action. 

Tips for good behaviour 

1. Be a role model  
Use your own behaviour to guide your child. Your child watches you to get clues on how to behave – and what you do is 
often much more important than what you say. For example, if you want your child to say ‘please’, say it yourself. If you 
don’t want your child to raise her voice, speak quietly and gently yourself. 

2. Show your child how you feel  
Telling your child honestly how his behaviour affects you helps him see his own feelings in yours. And if you start      
sentences with ‘I’, it gives your child the chance to see things from your perspective. For example, ‘I’m getting upset  
because there is so much noise that I can’t talk on the phone’. 

3. Catch your child being ‘good’ 
When your child is behaving in a way you like, give her some positive feedback. For example, ‘Wow, you’re playing so 
nicely. I really like the way you’re keeping all the blocks on the table’. This works better than waiting for the blocks to 
come crashing to the floor before you take notice and say, ‘Hey, stop that’. 

This positive feedback is sometimes called descriptive praise because it tells children specifically what they’re doing 
well. Try to make six positive comments for every negative comment. And remember that if children have a choice    
between no attention or negative attention, they’ll often seek out negative attention.  

4. Get down to your child’s level  
When you get close to your child, you can tune in to what he might be feeling or thinking. Being close also helps him 
focus on what you’re saying about his behaviour. If you’re close to your child and have his attention, you don’t need to 
make him look at you. 

5. Listen actively 
To listen actively, you can nod as your child talks, and repeat back what you think your child is feeling. For example, ‘It 
sounds like you feel really sad that your blocks fell down’. When you do this, it can help young children cope with ten-
sion and big emotions like frustration, which sometimes lead to unwanted behaviour. It also makes them feel respected 
and comforted. It can even diffuse potential temper tantrums. 

6. Keep promises  
When you follow through on your promises, good or bad, your child learns to trust and respect you. She learns that you 
won’t let her down when you’ve promised something nice, and she also learns not to try to change your mind when 
you’ve explained a consequence. So when you promise to go for a walk after your child picks up her toys, make sure 
you have your walking shoes handy. When you say you’ll leave the library if your child doesn’t stop running around, be 
prepared to leave straight away. 

7. Create an environment for good behaviour  
The environment around your child can influence his behaviour, so you can shape the environment to help your child 
behave well. This can be as simple as making sure your child’s space has plenty of safe, stimulating things for him to 
play with. Make sure that your child can’t reach things he could break or that might hurt him. Your glasses look like so 
much fun to play with – it’s hard for children to remember not to touch. Reduce the chance of problems by keeping 
breakables and valuables out of sight.  

8. Choose your battles  
Before you get involved in anything your child is doing – especially to say ‘no’ or ‘stop’ – ask yourself if it really matters. 
By keeping instructions, requests and negative feedback to a minimum, you create less opportunity for conflict and bad 
feelings. Rules are important, but use them only when it’s really important. 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/praise_and_encouragement.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/family_rules.html


9. Be firm about whining  
If you give in when your child is whining for something, you can accidentally train her to whine more. ‘No’ means ‘no’, 
not maybe, so don’t say it unless you mean it. 

10. Keep things simple and positive  
If you give clear instructions in simple terms, your child will know what’s expected of him – for example, ‘Please hold my 
hand when we cross the road’. And positive rules are usually better than negative ones, because they guide your child’s 
behaviour in a positive way. For example, ‘Please shut the gate’ is better than ‘Don’t leave the gate open’. 

11. Give children responsibility – and consequences  
As your child gets older, you can give her more responsibility for her own behaviour. You can also give her the chance 
to experience the natural consequences of that behaviour. You don’t have to be the bad guy all the time. For example, 
if it’s your child’s responsibility to pack her lunch box and she forgets, the natural consequence is feeling hungry at 
lunch time. 

At other times you might need to provide consequences for unacceptable or dangerous behaviour. For these times, it’s 
best to ensure that you’ve explained the consequences and that your child has agreed to them in advance. 

12. Say it once and move on  
If you tell your child what to do – or what not to do – too often, he might end up just tuning out. If you want to give him 
one last chance to cooperate, remind him of the consequences for not cooperating. Then start counting to three. 

13. Make your child feel important  
Give your child some simple chores or things that she can do to help the family. This will make her feel important. If you 
can give your child lots of practice doing a chore, she’ll get better at it, feel good about doing it, and want to keep doing 
it. And if you give her some praise for her behaviour and effort, it’ll help to build her self-esteem. 

14. Prepare for challenging situations  
There are times when looking after your child and doing things you need to do will be tricky. If you think about these 
challenging situations in advance, you can plan around your child’s needs. Give him a five-minute warning before you 
need him to change activities. Talk to him about why you need his cooperation. Then he’s prepared for what you      
expect. 

15. Maintain a sense of humour  
It often helps to keep daily life with children light. You can do this by using songs, humour and fun. For example, you 
can pretend to be the menacing tickle monster who needs the toys picked up off the floor. Humour that has you both 
laughing is great, but humour at your child’s expense won’t help. Young children are easily hurt by parental ‘teasing’.  

 

 

 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/instructions_and_requests.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/consequences.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/tasks_and_chores_involving_kids.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/planning_ahead.html
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Water Safety Week 

We had a brilliant 2 days on the beach!  Students    

participated in a variety of activities, with an emphasis 

on staying safe around water.  Activities included:    

Resuscitate a Mate, Snorkelling, Water Rescue, Surfing, 

Beach Games and Pier Walk.   

The highlight for many was the Ironman & Ironwoman 

competition … it entailed a 1km run, a 100m swim and 

a 100m paddle on surfboards. Well done to Ethan S & 

Alex C on their very impressive wins!!  Congratulations 

to all of our students who were sensational over these 2 

days … they were wonderful representatives of BJC! A 

special thanks goes to Mr. Hogarth for organising eve-

rything and our fantastic parent helpers!! 

ENGLISH 

Writer’s Workshop 

During our workshops students have been 

developing our Narrative Writing skills,   

refining their stories over a 2 week period. 

We have pulled apart this genre and worked 

very hard to develop the type of storyline 

that we would like to read. 

Further attention has been given to editing 

and improving our stories using a rubric and 

meaningful conversations with our peers.  

UNIT OF INQUIRY 

Governments make decisions that affect 

the way we live 
 

We are well into our inquiry about the    
purpose of Government, the 3 tiers of     

government in Australia, the election      
process in a democracy and different       

governance systems around the World.   

Students are researching their particular   
areas of interest.  

YEAR SIX LEADERS & BADGE CEREMONY 

On Friday, 10th March we had the Hon. Bev Colomb, 

Mayor of Mornington, present our Leaders with 

their badges. It was a wonderful celebration of 

these Year 6 students’ leadership abilities and 

all that they will contribute to the BJC       

community, this year. 

 
Maths 

Students have been exploring           

measurement and converting between 

different units of measurement. They 

worked together to make 1m2 out of   

coloured paper and we’re using this to 

help plan our Dream House. Students 

will demonstrate their knowledge of area 

& perimeter. 



 

Thank you to everyone who    

visited the BJC Community Fair 

on Saturday. We hope you had a 

great day! Thank you to all the 

BJC families who donated      

products for our school stalls 

and those of you who helped at   

working bees and donated your 

time on our stall rosters. We are 

a strong community and that 

was really evident. Also, thank 

you to our amazing committee 

and staff who worked so hard to 

make our first BJC Fair amazing! 

Share your favourite Fair photos on 

Facebook (#bjcfair17) or Instagram 

@bjcfair17 or email them to 

bjcfair17@gmail.com 

RAFFLE WINNERS 
1st Prize:  Bedshed Mattress Voucher 
  Bew Family 
2nd Prize: Piccoli Portraits Photo Shoot 
  Pinkerton Family  
3rd Prize: Mornington Racing Club Garden Bar 
  Fishall Family 
4th Prize: Sealy’s Cycles 
  Strapp Family 
5th Prize: Xbox One & $30 EB Games Voucher 
  McNaughton Family 
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