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Primary years Program 

 

Thursday 19th  

Year 5 Market 

 

Friday 20th  

Year 4  

26 Storey Excursion 

 

Monday 23rd 

Prep Peter Wolf  

Excursion 

 

Monday 23rd 

Summer Lightning  

Premiership 

 

Tuesday 24th  

Prep / Year 1  

Early Literacy 
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Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 
                          and to show the compassion to care globally 

 School Review 
Our Peer Review report has been sent to our College.  The recommendations 
will form the basis of our next 4 Year Strategic Plan.  The Staff will be develop-
ing our new plan over the next few months. 
Key Points 
 To provide an educational program that extends our students to reach 

higher levels of performance in all areas of English and Mathematics 
throughout the College. 

 To provide a broad range of quality based and stimulating Teaching and 
Learning programs that maximise levels of Student Engagement on a 
whole school basis. 

 To ensure that Student Wellbeing and resilience levels are improved 
across all year levels. 

 To ensure the effective allocation of all school resources in order to sup-
port improved student outcomes and the achievement of school Goals 
and Targets. 

 
At this week’s staff meeting the staff looked at our College mission / vision 
statement and discussed whether we need to change it so it is more appropri-
ate for our students now.  Students and parents will be invited to contribute to 
the discussion about our College vision and values over the next few months. 
 
Ride and Walk to School 
Congratulations to all the students and family members who participated in 
the Walk and Ride to School Day event.  It is wonderful to see the whole school 
community coming together to make this an exciting event.  I would like to 
give a special thank you to Adele Jones and her class for taking a leading role in 
organising this event. 
 
Cleaning Contract 
The College Council are going through a tender process for our College Clean-
ing contract.  Wednesday last week Mr Morris and I conducted a tour of our 
facilities for those interested in putting in a tender to clean our school.  The 
College Council will shortly consider those tenders and select the tender that 
best meets our needs.  

Last day of Term 1—Friday 27th March 2.30pm dismissal 

First Day Term 2—Monday 13th April  



Badge Ceremony / Last Day of Term 1 Assembly 
On Friday, 27th March we will be conducting our final assembly for Term 1 at 9am.  This assembly will also 
include a badge ceremony for our inaugural Year 6 Leaders.  We hope that the Mornington Peninsula 
Mayor, CR Bev Colomb, will be our guest of honour to present all our young leaders with  their badges. 
 
College Council Elections 
Congratulations to all our parents who nominated for our College Council.  It is very exciting to have par-
ents keen to join our College Council.  I would like to congratulate the following parents who were suc-
cessful in gaining a place on our Council for the next 2 years. 
The following parents have been elected to the College Council: 
Mrs. Kate Butterworth 
Mr. Matt Shepherd 
Mrs. Samantha Newman 
Mrs. Lisa Michod 
Mrs. Vanessa Hooton. 
 
Web Page News 
Currently, Alex Petrovic and Grant Gains are updating our College web page.  This upgrade will also in-
clude a link to Tiqbiz and Qkr.  Tiqbiz will allow us to send messages directly to parent’s smart phones or 
IPad.  Qkr will allow parents to sign permission forms and make payments online. 
 

Kerry Griffin, Principal 

EASTER RAFFLE 

Raffles tickets for the Easter Raffle will be 

sent home early next week. If you would 

like to donate eggs for the prizes, please 

hand them in at the office. 

SPORT REPORT—JABE HOGARTH 

Currently we have 9 children who have progressed through to the Southern Peninsula Division Swimming 
Trails which are to be held at the Pines Pool Frankston. We have two 12/13 Freestyle relay teams, a boys 
and a girls and also a Boys medley relay consisting of the following children: Jorden F, Talicia R, Tiffany P, 
Kasey M, Suanne B, Zach O, Jack R, Jayden A and Charlie Gunning. The following children also have indi-
vidual events to swim in as well as their relays: Tiffany P- 12/13 Girls Freestyle, Talicia R- 12/13 Girls 
Breaststroke, and Zach O- Boys 12/13 Freestyle and Butterfly. Best of luck to all those swimming at the 
carnival. If any of the children are successful they will then progress through to the Southern Metro Carni-
val which is held in the city at MSAC! Well done to our BJC swimmers.  

 NEWS FLASH— Zach O has now qualified for the Southern Metro Region Swimming Carnival at MSAC 
for the 50m Freestyle. Best of luck Zach! 



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AFTER SCHOOL NETBALL AND BASKETBALL—JEFF O’DONNELL 
 
80 Benton children will this week begin their Saturday Netball competition season. 150 Benton children are also 
currently playing basketball across a variety of days and time slots. All teams are coached and managed by parents. 
The school is able to assist by conducting Introductory Netball and Basketball after school programs and the for-
mation of new teams. 
Netball for Prep to Year 3 will be available in term 2 and Basketball for Preps in Terms 3 and 4. All programs are 
conducted in the school gymnasium on Thursday 3.15 to 4.15pm. 
 

MUSIC—PAUL SEAMAN AND ANT RICHARDS 
 

It is with great excitement that we are able to offer a new music camp to interested children in the Ensemble Band 
at BJC.  This is a joint camp with other schools on the Peninsula and will be held at the Briars in Mt Martha from 
Wednesday 20th May to Friday 22nd May.  Over the three days they will be involved in playing in numerous small 
group workshops as well as playing as a whole group. The camp will conclude with the children performing in a con-
cert on the Friday evening at Osborne Primary School to showcase what they have learnt.    
In the coming weeks there will be more details outlining the time to arrive at the Briars, the time of the concert, the 
itinerary and what to bring. For now, we are seeking expressions of interest as at this stage we will only be able to 
offer 15 places to our BJC students.  An expression of interest form has already been sent home with students this 
week and a deposit of $50 is required by Monday 16th March. The total cost of the camp is expected to be between 
$220 and $250 which includes food, accommodation and all instrumental tuition.  Price will be confirmed soon.   

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mr Richards. 

For cultural diversity week all of the children of Benton Junior College will listen to and discuss music from various 
world cultures in their music classes. This will include Asian, European and Indigenous music. Children are also wel-
come to provide information about other musical cultures in these sessions if they wish. 

 

  

LOTE—KIRBY MITCHELL AND CHEN ZHAO 
 
Nihao parents and students! We have continued 
to investigate the traditions and customs of Chi-
nese New Year. Students have explored the 
‘activities’ seen as taboo during Chinese New Year 
such as avoiding cleaning your house and washing 
clothes and having your hair cut. Eating porridge 
was also considered a taboo many years ago, as it 
was believed that the coming year would be more 
prosperous if you began it eating luxurious foods 
such as meat and seafood rather than a staple 
food as porridge. Children used authentic Chinese 
newspapers to create a Chinese New Year city 
scape.  Our younger students used modelling clay 
to create a common Chinese New Year symbol 
including Health, Happiness, Prosperity and Good 
Luck.  

There is a wonderful Mem Fox book title ‘Whoever You Are’ that embraces the 
concept that we are different but also the same. An extract is: 

Little one whoever you are, wherever you are, there are little ones just like you 
all over the world. Their skin may be different from yours and their homes may 
be different from yours. Their schools may be different from yours…..But re-
member: Joys are the same and love is the same; Pain is the same and blood is 
the same; Smiles are the same and their hearts are the same. Wherever they 
are, wherever you are, wherever we are, all over the world! 

It is a wonderful book to have in your home library or borrow from the school or 
Mornington library.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY WEEK  

Cultural Diversity Week is held annually to coincide with the United Nations International Day for the Elimi-
nation of Racial Discrimination on 21 March, and is an opportunity for all Victorians to come together to 
share their culture, faith and language. It is an opportunity for our students to learn about and engage with 
diverse cultures in our community. It also coincides with Harmony Day which is March 21. Year levels will be 
working together to celebrate Cultural Diversity week as well as working with their buddy classes.  

Prep: On Tuesday 17th March, as part of this week and to celebrate St Patrick’s Day, all the Preps are 

asked to add something green to their uniform eg a green hat, socks, hair ties. 

Year 1: Will be looking at the different cultures within their class. They will be exploring different cultures 
from around the world and identifying similarities and differences. 

Year 2: Will be conducting a student survey on cultural background and mapping the results in our classes. 

Year 3: Year 3 students will be working with their partner class on the following activities:  

325/326 - Using the 2014 census data for the origins of the Australian population, students will make flags 
of the top 15 countries and investigate simple greetings in the languages.  

327/328 - Mask decorating with varied materials using flags (colors and patterns) of other countries. 

329/330 - Investigations of the cultural backgrounds of families and create cultural trees, decorated with 
flags and facts.  

Year 4: Linked to our current unit’s Central Idea, Beliefs, feelings, discovers and ideas are shared through 
written expressions, Year Four children will share a belief or something they value. They will write their 
statement on a hexagon tile, which will then be used as a year level mural in the Year Four building. We will 
also be sharing an Indigenous mythical story with our buddy class.   

Year 5: The Year 5’s will be watching a short documentary about what cultural diversity means on the Morn-
ington Peninsula and Australia as a whole.   They will be discussing their family’s origins, customs, beliefs, 
religions and producing a whole class graph which represents this information. 

Year 6: Year 6 children will watch the documentary I AM ELEVEN. Australian filmmaker Genevieve Bailey 
travelled the world for six years talking with 11-year-olds to compose this insightful, funny and moving doc-
umentary portrait of childhood. From an orphanage in India, to a single-parent household in inner-city Mel-
bourne, to bathing with elephants in Thailand, I AM ELEVEN explores the lives and thoughts of children from 
15 countries.  At the conclusion of the movie children will use Venn Diagrams to compare their life, views and 
beliefs to one of the children in the documentary. 

Music: The students will be immersed in music of different cultures, such as Spanish flamenco, Indian music, 
Asian music and indigenous music. Some links will be made between rock, jazz and contemporary music. 

LOTE: To celebrate Cultural Diversity Week, students learnt about different ways Chinese New Year is cele-
brated both in China and Australia. Children created their own lucky red envelope and shared how they 
would spend their money if they were lucky enough to receive a lucky red envelope! 

Art: In Art the children are learning about artists from around the world. The emphasis will be on how artist 
draw upon their own culture to make meaningful art. Each year level will focus on a different artist and pro-
duce an art piece for the session.  



CHINESE STUDENTS 

Recently, 26 students from China visited BJC. They had been on exchange at Mornington Secondary College. Our school cap-
tains showed them around the school. They then entertained the Year 3 LOTE classes by singing ‘Kookaburra Sits in the Old 
Gum Tree’ and a popular Chinese song. A big thanks to Miss Chen who was our interpreter.  

DANCING QUEEN 

Congratulations to Alyssa in Year Four who recently com-
peted in the ‘Next Gen’ Ballroom Dancing Championships. 
She competed in both the Latin American and Ballroom 
categories. 

Alyssa achieved outstanding results, receiving four first 
places, four seconds, four thirds and two sixths. This is an 
amazing achievement and we are very proud of her. 

Alyssa is pictured above with her winning ribbons and a 
trophy she received for completing her Bronze medal in 
the Street Latin division. 

BENTON OSHC 
Benton OSHC would like as many dominoes as possi-
ble to make a huge domino trail! If you or someone 
you know shops at Woolworths and is not collecting 
the dominoes for themselves, we would be very grate-
ful if you could collect them for us. They can be hand-
ed into the school office. 

 

ART—MICHELLE MARSHALL 
 

The Year Six students are very busy designing a school 
mural. They will be painting the grey bricks that run along 
the wall under the “Big Top”. We are all looking forward 
to starting the project which will reflect on their past 
years at BJC and where they wish to head in the future. 
Great work year six.  The World Needs Art 



 

 

 

 

  

What is Anaphylaxis? 

Severe allergy is on the increase in Australia. One in ten Aus-

tralian children aged up to 12 months now have a food allergy. 

Allergic reaction can be mild to moderate or severe Anaphy-

laxis. Anaphylaxis, or anaphylactic shock, is a sudden, severe 

and potentially life-threatening allergic reaction to food, 

stings, bites, or medicines. 

(Source- Allergy and Anaphylaxis Australia) 

How is Anaphylaxis Treated? 
The best form of treatment is avoidance. Prevention strategies are used to help 

minimising the risk of an anaphylactic reaction from occurring. At Benton Junior 

College, we support the following-  

We strongly discourage parents from sending any nut products to school 

(including peanut butter, all tree nut butters, almond butter, Nutella, actu-

al nuts, muesli bars with visible nuts). This is for everyday snacks, lunches, 

excursions, class parties and when celebrating birthdays.  

Children should not share or trade food with their peers.  
Wash your hands after eating (good hygiene practice for all of us!)  
Be aware of triggers that may cause an anaphylaxis reaction and avoid these 

from occurring.  
 

 

 
There is no cure for 

allergies; therefore, 

avoidance of the 

food or allergen is the 

only way to prevent 

an allergic reaction 

 
*A severe allergic 

reaction can be 

rapid in onset and 

commonly occurs 

within 20 minutes 

to two hours after 

eating the food or 

being in contact 

with the allergen 

Raising awareness of Anaphylaxis at BJC  
Over the coming week at Benton Junior College, you will notice these signs become displayed around the school. 

The amber sign reminds families that classrooms are nut restricted zones and food products such as peanut 

butter, Nutella and nuts should be not be brought to school. The red sign is for a specific classroom where a child 

who has anaphylaxis and all food products containing nuts and treenuts should not be brought into the classroom.  

 

Anaphylaxis Awareness 



Benton Junior College 
 

Year 5 would love you to visit our  

Afternoon Craft Market  
 

Thursday 19th March 
 

1.40 - 2.25 pm Benton children to identify possible 
purchases 

 

2.25 – 4.30 pm Entire Benton community welcome 
 

 

 

There will be 25 stalls to visit 

 

Please bring your loose change.  

 

You will not be disappointed 

 

All profits from the Market will go to support  

The Royal Children’s Hospital 

(The children selected The Royal Children’s Hospital as their preferred charity for 2015) 

 

Year 5’s current Unit of Inquiry is Supply and Demand. The children have been 
researching, developing and producing their own hand-made products ready to 

sell at the Afternoon Market. 



Mornington Peninsula Shire 

Mornington School Holiday Program 

Venue: Civic Reserve Recreation Centre 

Bentons Square School Holiday Program 

Venue: Bentons Square Community Centre 

Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April 

Bookings can now be made online at www.mornpen.vic.gov.au For 
further information please call our office on  5950 1650 

SUP-FIT  
Stand Up  

Paddleboard  

Lessons  

Mt Eliza, Mornington,  

Mount Martha,  

Frankston  

www.sup-fit.com.au  

Mark Renouf    Mobile: 0403 009 638  

http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au

