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 Diary Dates 

NOVEMBER 

Thursday 26th 

Year 1 Coal Creek 
 

Monday 30th  

Prep—Visit to Opal 
 

DECEMBER 

Thursday 3rd 

Christmas Picnic 
 

Monday 7th  

Prep—Visit to Opal 
 

Tuesday 8th and 
Wednesday 9th 

Year 3 Camp 
 

Friday 11th 

Year 6 Big Day Out 
 

Year 2 Beach / Water 
Safety Day 

 

Monday 14th 

Prep—Visit to Opal 
 

Friday 18th  

Last Day of Term 4 

1.30pm Dismissal 
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Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 

 
Busy Times 
Over the next 5 weeks we have a very busy time ahead of us.  Teachers are 
conducting tests and working on reports. Years 3, 4 and 6 go to camp.  We 
have our Benton Picnic on the oval on Thursday, 3rd December.  Year 6 have 
their secondary school orientation and graduation events.  Add to this list your 
own family build up to the holiday season and you can see why you may be 
feeling a little tired just thinking about it all. 
 
Benton Family Christmas Picnic 
It’s been a busy learning year for our Benton school community. The end of the 
year is a great time to reflect and celebrate. This year we are holding a ‘Benton 
Christmas Picnic’ on the oval, we are inviting all out families to come together, 
have fun and sing along to Christmas songs. Bring a picnic, a rug, wear Christ-
massy clothes and a big smile. See flyer on back for more details. 
 
iPad Program 
Last Thursday Grant Gains ran an information session for Year 3 and 4 parents 
who may be interested in their children being involved in the Bring Your Own 
Device (BYOD) program.  It was great to see so many parents there who were 
given a chance to ask questions about the program.  
 
Conference 
Lyn Foster and I had a wonderful opportunity to attend the ‘Transforming 
Schools Conference’.  Key note presenter was Mr. Tom Hierck who is an inter-
national presenter on education.  Lyn and I spent two days discussing issues 
such as meaningful assessment, creating a safe learning environment and aca-
demic behaviour.  An important point from this conference that we will contin-
ue to work on at Benton Junior College is the quality of feedback.  This includes 
feedback teachers give to students about their learning and the feedback 
teachers give to each other.  Of course there was no surprise with the other 
key point being about teachers developing strong relationships with their stu-
dents. 
 
Remembrance Day 
On Wednesday (11th) we conducted our Remembrance Day Service.  The stu-
dents were incredibly respectful and listened attentively as the Last Post was 
played and a minute silence was observed. A big thank you to our Year 6 cap-
tains Nelson, Sarah, Sophie and Zach, who as usual did a wonderful job. Also 
thank you to Marc Morris who ran the service. 



Year 6 Camp 

Our Year 6 students head off to Canberra next week so I would like to wish them well and I am sure they 
will have a wonderful time.    

 
Year 4 Camp 
Yesterday I had an opportunity to spend the day with our Year 4 students at their camp on Philip Island.  
When I arrived they had just finished breakfast and were ready to launch into their activities for the day.  
The excitement and enthusiasm of students doing the giant swing, flying foxes and rope courses to name 
just a few of the activities was very evident.  Also it is lovely to be told how well behaved and exceptional 
the students from Benton Junior College are!! 
 
End of Year 
This is a reminder that the last day of Term 4 is Friday, 18th December and school will be dismissed at 
1.30pm.   
Student reports will be distributed on Wednesday, 16th December and class placement for  2016 will be 
included with the reports. 
Kerry Griffin 
Principal 
 
Year Six Canberra Camp 

The Year Six students will soon be undertaking an educational tour of the national capital. Students will 
be given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s 
history, culture, heritage and democracy. 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the na-
tional capital as part of the Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the 
excursion the Australian Government is contributing  funding of $30 per student under the Parliament 
and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon 
completion of the excursion. 

 

Remembrance Day  

A special thank you to the Benton  
students and their  families for your  
assistance with the sale of the poppies 
for Remembrance Day.  We have 
raised a total of $424.  



Performing Arts  - Paul Seaman and Ant Richards 
The children are again working extremely well in Performing Arts during a very productive start to Term 4. 
The Year 6 children have been playing inspired music on their ukuleles, while the Year 5’s have completed 
an Arts Extravaganza unit including song writing, drama and dance. They are currently working on their 
African drum pieces. The Year 4 children have completed their Garage band songs including lyrics and will 
create an accompanying film clip when they return from camp. The Year 3’s are preparing for their final 
recorder performances after weeks of hard work and are sounding great while the Year 2 classes are 
learning various pieces on the glockenspiels. The Preps are singing and dancing and recently each class 
performed a barnyard ballet which was great fun. Finally our studious Year 1 children are currently learn-
ing to read and write formal music notation with plenty of friendly competitions to see who can write 
best treble clefs and neatest notes. In addition all Year levels are starting to prepare for a special end of 
year celebration by learning a Christmas song. Please stay tuned. 
 
LOTE-Chen Zhao and Kirby Mitchell   

During these two weeks in term 4, we focused on the Chinese culture. As for lower year level students, 
we did an artwork about the Chinese dragon! Everyone got the chance to make their own dragon with 

colorful paper and strings, then they practised the character for dragon ‘龙’ as well. By doing the activity, 

students understood more about the influence that the dragon image has played on the Chinese culture. 

Year Three and Four practised traditional Chinese artwork paper cutting ‘剪纸’ and they completed a fab-

ulous work to show their understanding about the spring in China. Year Five and Six started their research 
program about the Chinese cuisine using their iPads and teamwork.  

 

Giving Tree 
Donations for the Giving Tree are now accepted in the school office. Please send new 
toys, non-perishable foods or toiletries to the office before the 30th November.  
This appeals helps distribute over 400 hampers to needy Peninsula families in the 
Mornington and Hastings area.  







Benton Junior College 

 

 

 

 

Date: Thursday 3rd December 

Time: set up from 5.30pm for a 6.30pm start—til 8pm 

BYO: chairs, blankets, picnic / nibbles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Christmas Picnic 

Celebration 

Sausage Sizzle , Show Bags , Raffle Prizes, Choc 

Tops, Glow Sticks, Soft Drink and Water will be 

available 

Cash only—No voucher system 

No Alcohol 

   

 Join us in celebrating a  

Merry Christmas 

And a fantastic school year! 

Relax and enjoy listening to  

our Band,  

Class Christmas songs,  

special solo performances by Liz  

Catford and Courtney Smith and a 

very special guest—SANTA! 

 

Christmas Raffle with great prizes. Tickets home next week 


