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Diary Dates 

JULY 

Tuesday 28th to 

Friday 31st 

Snow Camp 

 

Wednesday 29th 

Year 2 Just Like Me 

Incursion 

 

AUGUST 

Tuesday 4th August 

Years 3 to 6 

Maths Night 

 

Monday 10th 

Student Free Day 

 

Tuesday 18th & 

Thursday 20th 

Year 4 

Immigration Museum & 
Sandbridge Bridge 

 

Tuesday 25th August 

Years Prep to 2 

Maths Night  
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Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 
                          and to show the compassion to care globally 

  
 
 

2016 Prep Enrolments 
If you have a child due to start school next year, please complete your       
Enrolment form as soon as possible. Enrolments forms are available from the 
Office.    
 
Curriculum Day 
Our next curriculum day is Monday, 10th August this is a student free day.  
Please make a note of this date in your diary.  Staff will be attending the Ox-
ford Literacy Forum “Exploring the Big 6 of Reading” at Pearcedale Primary 
School. Student Led Conference which is also a Student Free Day is scheduled 
for Tuesday, 15th September.  
 
Cyberbulling  
The Australian Government have introduced a complaints scheme ‘Enhancing 
Online Safety for Children Act 2015’.  This Act allows children suffering from 
serious cyberbullying to contact the Office of the Children’s eSafety Commis-
sioner to have content removed if social media companies do not remove the 
offending content after it has been reported to them. The complaints scheme 
commence on 1st July, 2015.  I have included the web site and a brief outline of 
what cyberbullying looks like.  I would encourage all parents to look at the site 
with their children to see what it has to offer, and the advice it has for children 
and parents.  Below are some sections that I have copied from the site. 
 
With the aim to help guide children and young people toward safe, enjoyable 
experiences online, the Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner hopes to 
encourage behavioural change—where Australian children and young people 
act responsibly online—just as they would offline.  
 
Our goal is to create an environment in which cyberbullying is truly unaccepta-
ble. To achieve this, we hope to both educate and help prevent harmful online 
behaviour from occurring in the first place. Because we believe that all kids 
deserve to be safe online. 
 
Cyberbullying material can spread quickly, be difficult to delete and be created 
by anonymous users. Cyberbullying can have a serious impact on your life and 
the lives of other young people. Sometimes it’s hard for adults to see the 
cyberbullying online, especially if it happens in games or through chat—it can 
also seem hard for them to know how to help. What does cyberbullying look 
like?  



Cyberbullying can occur in a number of ways, including: 
 abusive texts and emails 

 hurtful messages, images or videos 

 imitating others online 

 excluding others online 

 nasty online gossip and chat. 
  

What can I do about cyberbullying? 
If you are being cyberbullied, you can: 
 avoid retaliating or responding 

 collect the evidence—keep mobile phone messages and print emails or social networking conversations 

 block the bully and change your privacy settings 

 report the abuse to the social media service and ask others to as well 

 talk to someone you trust straight away—like a parent, teacher or friend. 
 
If you have a friend or know someone at school who is being cyberbullied: 
 don’t join in—don’t comment on posts, images or videos that will hurt others 

 don’t forward or share posts, images or videos that will hurt others 

 make sure you leave negative groups and conversations 

 report bullying to a trusted adult—this can be an anonymous report to a parent or teacher 

 call others on their bullying and ask them to stop (if you feel confident enough) 

 support your friend and let them know you are there for them. 
www.esafety.gov.au  

 
Uniform 
I would like to remind all parents that students are expected to wear black shoes.  They can certainly 
change into sports shoes for physical education if required. 
 
Gallery Project 
If you haven’t had a chance to see our gallery extension to the Year 2 and 5 area please feel free to have a 
peek inside.  It had made an incredible difference to the learning space we can now provide our students at 
BJC. 
 
SCHOOL  BANKING!! 
Our school banking will commence this term.   Karen Johnson from the Commonwealth Bank will be attend-
ing some of our assemblies to explain the process to our students.  Two days have been allocated for par-
ents to sign their children up.  The dates are Tuesday, 28th July from 9 am to 10.30am and Thursday, 30th 
July from 2.30pm to 3.15pm.  Parents will also be able to fill in the appropriate forms at home and send 
them back to school throughout the year but there may be a slight delay in the forms being processed.  
 
Parking 
Once again parking has been raised by concerned parents.  Our children are our number one priority, there-
fore, could I ask parents not to double park and call their children to their car between other vehicles.  
Could I also remind parents to please obey the parking signs around the school area because the Morning-
ton Peninsula Shire do issue infringement notices for vehicles parked illegally.   
 
Working with Children Checks 
Many of you will already have your Working with Children Checks please don’t forget to register your 
WWCC with the office so your name can be added to our register. WWCC allow parents and guardians to 
work in classrooms and attend excursions etc.    I have included the online site where you can apply for a 
WWCC at no cost. 
https://online.justice.vic.gov.au/wwccu/onlineapplication.doj  

http://www.esafety.gov.au
http://www.esafety.gov.au
https://online.justice.vic.gov.au/wwccu/onlineapplication.doj


 
NAPLAN TRIALLING 
Benton has been chosen to trial the 2016 NAPLAN assessment. On Tuesday 28th July, 325 and 513 will be 
participating in this trial for Reading and Language Conventions. It is run by ACER (Australian Council for 
Educational Research) to assess the validity of the questions.  
 
MUSIC— Paul Seaman and Ant Richards 
Music has begun with great enthusiasm from all Year levels and classes in Term 3, singing, dancing, garage 
band, video star, ukuleles, recorders, hip hop, you name it. It is all happening at Benton Junior College. 
Well done to the Preps, Year 3’s, junior and senior choirs, ensemble band and the aerobics team for their 
fantastic efforts at our end of Term 2 assembly. Your performances were a great success and enjoyed by 
our whole school community. Well done also to our performing arts leaders for hosting the event. 
Rehearsals for our production, “Battle of the Bands”, are well under way with all the teachers and children 
involved working very hard. All members of our ensemble band are reminded that they need to bring 
their music (and for some instruments) every Monday and Wednesday for lunch break rehearsals in the 
junior music room. The rehearsal schedule for the cast is put up outside the senior music room window 
each week. All cast members must check the schedule each day as it may change because of staff absenc-
es and the availability of rooms. 
 
SPORTS— Jeff O’Donnell 
Afterschool Netball and Basketball Programs 
40 boys and girls from Year Prep to 2 completed an “Introduction to Netball” after school in Term 2. A 
special thank you to the 3 parents and 8 Year 5 and 6 netballers from the school for their help. 
Enough players to form 3 new teams are now training to play in a Term 4 Saturday morning competition. 
70 Prep students have also begun an “Introduction to Basketball Program” on Thursday afterschool during 
Term 3. Once again the help of parents and senior BJC students is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

Australian Early Development Census  
Our school, along with thousands of others across the country have begun the third Australian Early De-
velopment Census (AEDC).  
The AEDC measures five key areas of development in children during their first year of full-time school to 
build a national picture of health and wellbeing. Since 2009, the census results have helped communities, 
schools and governments plan services and target support for children and families. 
Teachers are trained to assess each child and answer questions. Children don’t need to be present so no 
class time is missed, and parents/carers don’t need to supply schools with any new information for the 
census. Teachers’ individual assessments are then analysed by the AEDC and reported as anonymous 
groups of children in the final report. 
In other communities across the country, census results have helped communities to plan new play-
grounds and parental services; schools are seeing improved student performance through new literacy 
programmes; and governments are using the results as evidence to develop better policies for children. 
Teachers have also noticed practical benefits in the classroom. Some said in previous years that com-
pleting the assessments made them more aware of the needs of individual children and the class as a 
whole. Others reported that the census results are useful in planning for transitions to school and for de-
veloping class programmes. 
Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t need to take any action unless they choose 
not to include their children in the census. 
To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data to help children and families 
visit the AEDC website. 

http://www.aedc.gov.au


Sovereign Hill Reflection 
 

On the morning of  the camp a clump of excited students grew and grew into 86 eager campers waiting to board the 
bus whilst some of their parents chatted amongst themselves.  

 
As the buses arrived we paired up and jumped on, settled down and started chatting away until we got to camp. We 

unloaded the bus and lugged our bags down the stairs and dragged them into the storage room. 
 

We rushed back to the bus and off to the Museum of Australian Democracy Eureka (or M.A.D.E. for short). We hopped 
off the bus and had our snack at the park. We walked into the Museum and listened to Jessica the instructor. We went 

into groups of 10 and we got an activity sheet to work on. Then came the awesomeness, we got the amazing opportuni-
ty to see the original Eureka flag! And it was MASSIVE! Slightly wrecked but still enormous, but the strange thing was 

until the 1970s they let people cut out a small square to take home as souvenirs! 
 

Back at camp we went on the gold mine tour and it was slightly creepy but still fun. 
We got to browse the shops and experience gold panning during the day and at the New York Bakery we had delicious 
spaghetti and chocolate moose for dessert. In the evening, we saw Blood on the Southern Cross, which was cool but 
scary at the same time. Blood on the Southern Cross taught us about the events before, during and after the Eureka 

Stockade. 
 

   The next night we watched an amazingly funny pantomime included Mr. and Mrs. Crosby’s school of Etiquette and 
Politeness and Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

 
On the last day we got to wander the streets of Sovereign Hill concluding our shopping and finding our last bit of gold! 

 
We want to thank Janet, Vikki, Darren, Steve and Kelly who took their time to join us on our amazing camp. We would 

also like to thank the teachers for organizing the camp and our parents for letting us go! 
By Lizzy W 
 and Lucy D 



Year Three takes action for the mountain gorilla…   

In Year Three the new central idea is “Many species around the world are threatened with extinction”.  The 
key concept is responsibility.  What is our responsibility?   Year Three is taking action by coordinating a Mo-
bile Muster to support the mountain gorilla.  Already phones and accessories have started to come in and 
we hope to collect many more over the next month.    

Please hand your unwanted phones  in at the school office.  





 To record an Absence, 

select Whole School.  

 

Then select the  

Absence box.  

 

A copy of this  

Absence Note will then 

be forwarded to your 

class teacher and the 

office.  

Help us collect Earn and Learn Stickers for our school. 

Shop at Woolworths. 

Collect 1 sticker for every $10 you spend* 

Place stickers on a Sticker Sheet (available in store or online) 

Place completed sheets in the box in the School Office 

Our school can then redeem the stickers for fantastic new resources. 
 

 

*see terms and conditions   


